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HELD ON 15th May, 2004 AT MUCHS

SAVELIFE CLUB

MUCHS

P.O.BOX 65007

DAR ES SALAAM

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We wish to thank MUCHS administration, all who contributed for the event, TAYOA; for whom without them our event would have remained a dream.

We further extend our gratitude heartfelt thanks to the two members of staff who were there during the event i.e. 

Ms. A Semakafu, Ms. J. Kiluwasha.

We also thank Channel 5 for attending our event.

Lastly but not least we thank all the students who participated in one way or the other

INTRODUCTION:

SAVELIFE Club is a student based Club at Muhimbili University College of Health College (MUCHS) with the objective of promoting health behavior and helping youth within and outside the college to acquire skills necessary to develop sustainable health and happy life so that young adults can successful achieve their life goals. SAVELIFE Club also aims at encouraging recreational activities and discussions.

To mark the International world candle light day the club prepared for a MUCHS community festival which included variety of activities including public speaking, competitions and open forum health quiz, health talks and presentation from experts, football matches, theme song and candlelight ceremony to remember those in our community and in the world who have either died or are suffering from AIDS.

The design was for the festival not only to address a memorial ceremony, but also inspire behavior changes among students so as many can be aware and take measures to protect in accordance to this year’s International theme, “Turning Remembrance into Action”. 

According to the main organizers of the international event, www.candlelightmemorial.org, the event was to be celebrated world wide on 16th May 2004. Due to convenience reasons, the SAVELIFE Club chose 15th May, being a Saturday a day when majority of community members could participate to join the word in our effort to combat the pandemic.

The festival was held at Muhimbili football pitch from 4 P.M. to 8 P.M. on Saturday 15th May 2004.
THE EVENT

The event started at around 4 P.M. late than expected, mainly because of heavy rainfall during the day and power cut-off.

PARTICIPANTS: 

A number of students from both Mabibo and Muhimbili campus appeared the number increasing with time. At the end of the event, more than 300 candles were distributed and lighted. Only 2 members of staff were available at the event, although several letters of personal invitation were distributed to more than ten staff.

FOOTBALL MATCHES

The first event was a football match between Mabibo combine and Muhimbili Combine (MALES). The competitive match ended with penalties shoot-outs where by Mabibo won 6-5 after a 1-1 draw.

The second match was a FEMALES’ football match. Due to the less number of female football players; the match was played randomly among 10 females who showed up. The teams were named North and South and the South team won through penalties (5-4) shoot-outs, after a 2-2 draw. 

PERFORMANCES

Two performances (Majigambo) were made by an invited FREPOZA youth, group of two. The first play about proper condom use was performed after the 1st match while the second one, on stigmatization was performed after the candles were lighted. 

CANDLE LIGHTING

The event was initiated by the club President – Francis Mhimbira and club Matron – Ms. Semakafu who lighted the first two candles and the light was passed to the rest of participants in chain form. After, making sure that everybody was having a lighted candle the theme song was sung.

THEME SONG

The song was sung after the candles were lit and the light from candles was used to provide light for participants to read the distributed copies of the song.  The song was repeated so as City Sounds can film the memorial activity of the day. The song title was; “Heal the World” copy attached.

CITY SOUNDS

City Sounds is community based TV show run by Channel 5; where by the presenter talks to different people on different issues touching the community.

The City Sounds was invite and it showed up, after their arrival they requested for the theme song to be repeated so as they can film it since they arrived when the gathering was about to finish singing. After they have filmed the song they went on with the usual procedure of talking to several participants they could interview. Several SLC Club officials were interviewed plus the Matron.

PROBLEMS/CHALLENGES

· Fund raising

Due to lack of budget for its activities, SAVELIFE Club conducted the event starting from a zero budget. However, through contribution from Academic members of staff and the MUCHS administration a sum amount of TShs. 283,000 was obtained beating the proposed budget by TShs. 63,000. However the exercise was not simple as members had to visit each specific member of staff and explain the whole idea before his/her contribution.

· Sensitization

Time once again became a limiting factor to sensitize members to participate. Much of the funds were acquired during the last minutes of preparations and organizers could not be certain until the last minutes. However the methods used included posters and letters of invitations, verbal announcements in classrooms and prior-event registration of participants. The event became familiar to a number of students in the community; the number of participants could have increased to two fold if it wasn’t for rainy condition of that day and power black out.

· HIV/AIDS Campaign Impression

To most MUCHS student; HIV/AIDS issues involve big budget, hence majority expected a lot from SAVELIFE, forgetting that it is student based and with no funds.

· Organization

Organization of the event at first was easy but towards the end a lot was needed to be done with limited willing member to participate. The rainy condition of the day, also proved a vital constrain into the organizing committee which was forced to work under a lot of pressure with ‘constant prayers’.

· Time Limitation

The budget of the event was not at place, this forced the organizing committee to work under pressure fulfilling two activities at a time. First fund raising and second organizing the event by means of sensitization and making necessary arrangements. Being a student based club our primary objective is to study, it was hard for us to organize the event while making sure that we fulfill our primary objective.

BUDGET

The proposed budget was TShs. 220,000/-. After fund raising, the amount available for the event was TShs. 283,000/- and candles donated by the Tanzania Youth Aware Trust Fund (TAYOA). However the amount spent was TShs. 271,000/-. A total amount of TShs. 12,000/- have been left for future club’s activities. 

It should be noted that some amount of the extended budget have been used for past event activities such as designing a logo and letter head for the Club and also writing the report. 

RECCOMENDATIONS/SUGGESTIONS

· The Club should explore more ways to involve the MUCHS community

Although a number of members of staff were willing to contribute into raising funds for the event, few showed up at the event. Letters of invitation were sent to every member who contributed and some who did not contribute as well. The reason for their low turn down could not be explained yet, but may be the rainy condition of that day. 

However student community responded the turn out which has never been witnessed in such events before. It was anticipated that the climatic condition and power cut-off during the day were factors which restrained more students to show up.

· Community participation

Members of the community especially the academic staff did not attend the event despite a formal invitation. This again has posed a challenge towards more community friendly intervention and sensitization to acquire more members to such events. The number of students especially those from Mabibo hostel was not impressive as well, a more community friendly sensitization approach should be looked for. 

· Time Limitation

There was a time limit from proposing the event and the day of the event. The proposal reached the Principle’s office two weeks before the event and the Dean’s office had the initial document for review three weeks before the event. Student experience had anticipated that this could have been enough time for preparation but because of many constrains mainly the budget, time again proved to be a barrier.
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